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Dutton’s New Juveniles 


Twin Lambs 


Written and illustrated by INEZ 
HOGAN. A welcome addition to her pop- 
ular Twin series. 

Ages 4-7. $1.25 


by ELIZABETH URQUHART. Illustra- 
tions and full-color frontispiece by Rosita 
Pastor. A delicious fantasy about a little 
girl and a family of domesticated dragons. 
Ages 6-10. $2.00 


Pipkin Sees 
the World 


Written and illustrated by ROSALIE K. 
FRY. The story of a little woodmouse 
and his adventures through the seasons 
of the year. 

Ages 6-10. $2.00 


Blackadder 


A TALE OF THE DAYS OF NELSON AND 
TRAFALGAR 

by JOHN KEIR CROSS. Illustrated by 
Robin Jacques. The Evening News (Lon- 
don) acclaimed it “fa boy’s classic in the 
Stevenson tradition. 

Ages 13-16. $2.50 


Hans Andersen 
SON OF DENMARK 
by OPAL WHEELER. Illustrated by 
enry Pitz. This is a fine story-biography 
of Andersen, and includes six of his best 


loved tales. 
Ages 8-12. $3.00 


Judith 


DAUGHTER OF JERICHO 

by AMY MORRIS LILLIE. Illustra- 
tions and full-color frontispiece by Nedda 
Walker. A truly beautiful story of a 
young girl in Palestine at the time of 


rist. 
Ages 8-12. $2.50 


A Farm for Juliana 


by MAUD ESTHER DILLIARD. Iilus- 
trated by Albert Orbaan. A lively story 
of a Dutch girl whose family settles in 
17th century Brooklyn. 

Ages 8-12. $2.50 


Saint Santa Claus 


by RUTH ROUNDS. Illustrated and 
full-color frontispiece by Mabel Jones 
Woodbury. An airplane accident. in the 
Swiss Alps starts an American boy on 
a memorable Christmas Eve adventure. 
Ages 8-12. $2.25 


= 
er 


Somebody’s Pony 


by NANCY CAFFREY. Iilust: b 
Jeanne Mellin. The engaging story 
the Cornwall twins and a lost pony, ~ 
Ages 11-14. $2.00 F 


Growl Bear : 


Written and illustrated by M 
AUSTIN. The story of a baby be 
whom nobody loved till the wise old; 
set things straight. 

Ages 4-7. $1.50 


Andy of 
Pirate Gorge 


by H. R. LANGDALE. Illustrat 
Dorothy Bayley Morse. A young boyi 
John Jacob Astor’s fur trading expedit 
along the Columbia River. bs 
Ages 11-14. $2.50 


s = - 

With this Ring 

by ELLSWORTH NEWCOMB. 

Andrews and Bill Ambler have 

difficulties and misunderstandi: 

engaged couple in the latest boo 

entertaining series about Annapo 

Ages 13-16. $2.50 


Miss America 


by JANET LAMBERT. A new 
Parrish story, filled with family 
ersonal re-adjustments and ide: 
into action, as Tippy returns to 

from a year in Germany. 

Ages 11-14. $2.50 


Mystery at 
Hurican Hill 


by JACK BECHDOLT. Paula 
manages a country inn and finds d 
romance and excitement, involving 
terious young handyman. 

Ages 13-16. $2.50 


Wish on the Moc 


by DEAN MARSHALL. Illustrate 
Dorothy Bayley Morse. Mystery 
venture in a children’s playhouse 


Sges B12. $2.50 
Tim/’s Fight for 
the Valley 


by RALPH EDGAR BAILEY. 
piece by Woodi Ishmael. Tim Bi 
tles to save his farm from soil 
Ages 13-16. $2.50 


(Descriptive catalogue Dutton Books for Boys and Girls sent on request) 
E. P. DUTTON & COMPANY, INC., 300 Fourth Avenue, New Ye 

















‘Clyde Robert Bulla 


illing a real need in his easy-reading stories for 
1 and fourth graders.” 


— Ruth Gagliardo, the Kansas Teacher 


The well-knit plots, the excit- 
ing action, the simplicity and 
directness of his style make 
the books of Clyde Robert 
Bulla just right for readers 
from 7-10. 


JUST PUBLISHED — 


A Ranch 


for Danny 


Illustrated by Grace Paull 


Danny always wanted his father to buy Starlight Ranch 

- especially since something exciting happened each time 
he was there. How he makes his wish come true is told in 
this delightful sequel to Surprise for a Cowboy. $2.50 


Other books by Clyde Robert Bulla: 


The Donkey Cart — Illustrated by Lois Lenski $2.50 
Riding the Pony Express — Illus. by Grace Paull $2.50 
The Secret Valley — Illustrated by Grace Paull $2.50 
Surprise for a Cowboy — Illustrated by Grace Paull $2.50 
Large Clear Type Strong Cloth Binding 


THOMAS Y. CROWELL COMPANY 


432 Fourth Ave., New York 16 





GOLDEN BOOKS 
GOLDENCRAFT CLOTH BINDIN 


Tailor-made to fill the demands 
of schools and libraries! 


* GOLDENCRAFT CLOTH BINDING is durable. 
* GOLDENCRAFT CLOTH BINDING is gay and colorful 
* GOLDENCRAFT CLOTH BINDING is inexpensive. 


In the report on publishers’ bindings of the CLA-PUBLISHERS LIAISO} 
COMMITTEE, summarized in Publishers Weekly for July 1, 1951, Golden, 
craft was one of the bindings singled out for praise by librarians. 

The following titles, all in GOLDENCRAFT CLOTH BINDING, havg 
proved especially popular. Prices given are special low net contract price 
offered to schools and libraries. 


LITTLE GOLDEN BOOKS .. . 68c each 


. THREE LITTLE KITTENS, illus. by 55. A NAME FOR KITTY, by Phyllis 
Masha. McGinley. a 

3. ALPHABET FROM A TO Z, ed. by 65. GASTON AND JOSEPHINE, by: 
Leah Gale Georges Duplaix. 

. MOTHER GOOSE, illus. by Miss 92. I CAN FLY, by Ruth Krauss. 
Elliott. (Spring Festival Honor Book) 

3. POKY LITTLE PUPPY, by Janetie 111. DOCTOR DAN THE BANDAGH 
S. Lowrey. MAN, by Helen Gaspard. 

20. NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS, with 91. CHRISTMAS IN THE COUNTRY, 

pictures in color and gold. by Barbara Collyer. 

. CHRISTMAS CAROLS, illus. by Co- 110. LITTLE GOLDEN HOLIDA\ 
rinne Malvern. BOOK, by Marion Conger. 


BIG AND GIANT GOLDEN BOOKS 


CHILD’S GARDEN OF VERSES, GOLDEN FUNNY BOOK, by Ger- 
illus. by A. & M. Provensen i trude Crampton 

GOLDEN DICTIONARY, by Ellen GOLDEN SONG BOOK, by Kath- 
W. Walpole i erine T. Wessels .................. 

GOLDEN EGG BOOK, by Margaret GREAT BIG ANIMAL BOOK, 
W. Brown f illus. by Feodor Rojankovsky..... 

GOLDEN ENCYCLOPEDIA, by GREAT BIG FIRE ENGINE BOOK, 
Dorothy A. Bennett.. pelea, ee illus. by Tibor Gergely 


GOLDEN NATURE GUIDES 


BIRDS: A GUIDE TO THE MOST FAMILIAR AMERICAN BIRDS, 


by Herbert S. Zim.. 
FLOWERS: A GUIDE TO FAMILIAR AMERICAN WILDFLOWERS, 
by Herbert S. Zim : 
INSECTS: A GUIDE TO FAMILIAR AMERICAN INSECTS, by Herbert Ss. Zim... 
STARS: THE CONSTELLATIONS, SUN, MOON, PLANETS, AND OTHER 
FEATURES OF THE HEAVENS, by Se sass ceecennce 1 


Write for Complete List of Titles to: 


EDUCATIONAL DIVISION, SIMON & SCHUSTER, INC. 
1230 Sixth Avenue, New York 20, New York 
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EDITOR’S CORNER: 


As past president Graham states more exactly in this issue, Top of tl 
News is now cutting this season’s coat after its cloth — in patriotic acti 
of holding the line against increased production costs and a shrunk 
income. ‘lhis will pose a difficult problem in space for both contribute 
and editors to maintain the high standards reached under our predecessoy 

Nevertheless, in this first issue, we feel that through characteristic fi 
team-work, we are presenting our readers in libraries of all sizes wi 
inspiration and practical suggestions in the ever vital matter of sclecti 
in books and stories through the media of print and radio, as well as wi 
division, section and regional news. 

We can expand again only through more members and more advertiser 
You who receive this by virtue of membership can help reinforce th 
work of the Membership Committees by bringing TON to the attenti 
of librarians who have little or no specialized help in service to childr 
and young people. 

The editorial board invites your ideas and suggestions for future issug 
Do you want themes continued, or do you prefer straight news? 


- > 
CHANGES AT ALA HEADQUARTERS ee 

The AASL has been granted funds by the ALA Executive Board 
make it possible for that Division to have a full time executive office { 
the next two years. This was done with the expectation that the AA 
membership campaign will increase membership to a number that u 
support a full-time office in that time. 

Following this action, the AASL Board of Directors released Mildr 
Batchelder as of February 1, 1952 from the position of Acting Executi 
Secretary which she has held on a half-time basis since January 1951. 

Miss Batchelder has since resigned her AASL secretaryship posit 
effective October 16, 1951, at which time she will begin half-time wo 
promoting ALA sustaining memberships. 

As indicated in Miss Graham’s report, one-half of Miss Batchelde 
time will be devoted to her work as Executive Secretary of the Divis 
of Libraries for Children and Young People. 


OUR NEW ASSOCIATE EDITOR 


We are happy to welcome as associate editor, Elizabeth Johnson, t 
energetic Supervisor of Children’s Work in Lynn (Massachusetts) Put 
Library. Miss Johnson is widely known in the New E ngland Round Tal 
of Children’s Librarians. She began her library work under Julia 
Sauer, Head of Work with Children in the Rochester (New York) Pu 
Library. 

This year she is secretary of the Massachusetts Library Associati 
and member of the Newbery-Caldecott Committee as past-chairman 
CLA Book Evaluation Committee. 

Because of the present “austerity” period, you will have to reff 
your memory on E.J.’s picture by referring to TON, Oct. *49, page 


(Incidentally the editor’s outlines appear in TON, Dec. ’50, page 20.) 


Oct 
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DIVISION OF LIBRARIES FOR CHILDREN 
AND YOUNG PEOPLE 


OFFICERS 1951-52 
+: Virginia Chase, Head, Boys and Girls Dept., Carnegie Library, 
sburgh, Pa. 
ident and President-elect: Eleanor Kidder, Young People’s Li- 
ian, Public Library, Seattle, Wash. 
r: Jane Darrah, Director, Work with Children, Public Library, 
ngstown, Ohio. 
’ Secretary: Mildred L. Batchelder, American Library Associa- 
50 East Huron Street, Chicago 11, Ill. 
OF DIRECTORS 
sident: Nlae Graham, Director of School Libraries, State Dept. 
ducation, Baltimore 1, Maryland. 
rian Herr, Head, Children’s and School Depts., Library Associa- 
of Portland, Portland, Ore. (Chairman, CLA) 
H. Gross, Coordinator of Work with Children, Enoch Pratt Free 
iry, Baltimore 1, Maryland. (Vice-Chairman, CLA) 
Slocum, Asst. to the Coordinator of Work with Young People, 
h Pratt Free Library, Baltimore 1, Md. (Chairman, AYPL) 
ldred C. Ludecke, Chief, Youth Service, Public Library, Detroit, 
. (Vice-Chairman, AYPL) 
Nolte, Chief Children’s Librarian, Los Angeles County Public 
ary, Los Angeles, Calif. (1952) 
rews, Librarian, Public Library, Concord, N. H. (1952) 
\I. Clark, Head, Lewis Carroll Room, Public Library, Cleve- 
. Ohio (1953) 
Roos, Supervisor, Youth Department, Public Library, Cleveland, 
» (1953) 
'NCILORS 
ephine Lynch Tompkins, Supervising Librarian, Children’s Dept., 
ic Library, San Diego, Calif. (1952) 
Burr, Consultant, Children’s and Young People’s Services, State 
Library Commission, Madison, Wis. (1953) 
Hewitt, Director of Work with Children, Public Library, Seattle, 
h. (1953) 
\. Cox, Young People’s Librarian, Library Association, Portland, 
(1954) 
ickinson, Children’s Librarian, Kings County Public Library, 
ttle, Wash. (1954) 
looks, Supervisor, Children’s and School Libraries, Public Li- 
brary, Providence, R. I. (1954) 
th H. Gross, Coordinator of Work with Children, Enoch Pratt 
Library, Baltimore 1, Md. (1954) 
t Hauenstein, Head, Stevenson Room, Public Library, Cleveland, 
. (1955) 
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Mary Peters, Children’s Librarian, Public Library, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
(1955) 
Mrs. Beatrice Schein, Principal Librarian, Teen Corner, Public Library, 
Newark, N. J. (1955) , 
Mrs. Sara Wheeler, Children’s Librarian, 228 N. Oak Park Ave. Oak 
Park, Ill. (1955) 
SECTION OFFICERS 1951-52 


CHILDREN’S LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 

Chairman: Mrs. Marian Herr, Head of Work with Children and School 
Library Association of Portland, Portland, Ore. 

Vice-Chairman and Chairman-elect: Elizabeth H. Gross, Coordinator off; 
Work with Children, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore 1, Md, 

Secretary: Dorothy Hansen, Head of Traveling Libraries, Michigan Sta 
Library, Lansing, Mich. 

Treasurer: Ann Izard, Children’s Librarian, Public Library, Mount Vegi. 
non, New York. at 

Past Chairman: Ruth E. Hewitt, Director of Work with Children, Publ 
Library, Seattle, Wash. 

Members at Large of Newbery-Caldecott Committee 
1951-52 

Miss Jennie D. Lindquist, Editor, The Horn Book, Boston, Mass. 

Mrs. Natalie Edwin, Children’s Librarian, Public Library, Alhamb 
California. 

Miss Agatha Shea, Chief of Children’s Librarians, Chicago Public Libra 
Chicago, IIl. 

ASSOCIATION OF YOUNG PEOPLE’S LIBRARIANS 

Chairman: Grace P. Slocum, Assistant to the Coordinator of Work w 
Young People, Enoch Pratt Free Library, Baltimore 1, Md. 

Vice-Chairman and Chairman-elect: Mrs. Mildred C. Ludecke, Ch 
Youth Service, Public Library, Detroit, Mich. 

Secretary: Harriet A. Cox, Young People’s Librarian, Library Associat 
of Portland, Portland, Ore. 

Treasurer: Dorothy Lawson, Head, Holladay Memorial Library 
Young People, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Past Chairman: Mrs. Blanche Brauneck, Young People’s Libram 
Nathan Straus Branch Library, 348 E. 32nd St., New York, N. 


Regional Reporters 
In our next issue we hope to publish the complete list of this ye 
reporters who contribute so much in news and suggestion to Top oj 
News. 


3000 BY JUNE, 1952 Virginia Haviland, 69 Revere St., Boston 
and her CLA Membership Committee and Dorothy Lawson, 325 Whi 
Place, Indianapolis 20, with her AYPL Membership Committee bel 
it can be done if every member helps. 
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H'GHLIGHTS FROM THE CHICAGO CONFERENCE 
ivi:ion of Libraries for Children and Young People: 


iture adult, we are told, remains calm in the midst of stress, weighs 
considers responsibilities and privileges of others and recognizes 

worth and obligation to them, sees himself in relation to the 
ind makes considered decisions. He has, in short, knowledge, per- 
. and understanding. 


Division of Libraries for Children and Young People, during the 
nniversary year of the A.L.A., has proved itself to be a mature, 
oup. Board meetings and the annual business meeting gave evi- 
f reflective thinking, integrity, personal generosity, and a sense 
Yr. 
stated object of the Division is “to promote librarianship and 
service for children and young people in libraries serving the 
. and to cooperate with the A.L.A. and other library and edu- 
groups in the promotion of enterprises affecting the welfare of 
The Division found no strife within itself in pursuing these 
lhe programs and activities of both CLA and AYPL were so 
related that in many cases they were completely integrated. The 
ograms at the Chicago conference and the combined exhibit are 
evidences of this. The work of the International Relations Com- 
a joint committee from this Division and AASL) in helping set 
UNESCO-CARE Children’s Book program is indicative of the 
of interests and activities of the members of the Division. 
Board of Directors, after hearing the report of the special commit- 
had been studying Top of the News, decided to continue the 
ie as a publication of this Division and not as a joint publication 
\SL. Problems of joint editorship, of each of the Divisions spon- 
nembership drives, and financial factors made the obstacles in the 
a joint publication appear naa acta Because of rising costs 
r, etc., beginning with the October issue, Top of the News will be 
16 pages each issue and the quality of the paper and of the 
ill be somewhat less good than in the immediate past. With Sarah 
is editor, Elizabeth Johnson as assistant editor, and Margaret 
noni as business manager there is every reason to feel sure that any 
in the quality of the magazine itself will be for the better. 
year the Division will receive from ALA an allotment equivalent 
ximately 60% of the dues Division members pay to ALA. Under 
‘w financial arrangement the Division will have financial responsi- 
or the support of its executive secretary and her office. The execu- 
retary becomes responsible directly to the Board of the Division. 
a grant from the ALA Executive Board of $1,000 for the next 
year, plus its own resources, the Division will be able to continue 
rvices of a half-time Executive Secretary. The ALA Executive 
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Board grant was made with the understanding that the Division strive 
to increase its membership and with the specific provision that “Miss 
Batchelder’s tenure be protected.” By mail vote, which was reported 
both the ALA and the Division Boards in June, the Division Board had 
already voted to ask Miss Batchelder to continue to serve as half-time 
executive secretary, if sufficient funds could be obtained for the suppor 
of the office. After the ALA Executive Board made its grant of $1 00, 
the position was offered to Miss Batchelder and she has accepted it. 

A committee appointed by the new president is to study the Div isiog 
structure and make recommendations to the Board at its mid-winter 
meeting. This committee is composed of Mrs. Blanche Brauneck, Rut! 
Hewitt, and Louise Lefevre. 

Mar GraHaM 
President, 1950-51 


PROGRAM MEETING OF DLCYP 
In spite of spirited competition from the Boulevard Room’s Ice Sho 
on the floor above, Dr. Howard Y. McClusky and Mrs. Genevieve Foste 
were able to present very effective addresses to the Children’s and Youn 
People’s Division meeting in the Normandie Lounge of the Stevens Hoté 
the evening of Wednesday, July 11. Dr. McClusky reversed the usu 
order of procedure by presenting an informal question period at the begiy 
ning of his address, Young People— What They Are and How They G 
That Way. (Librarians felt thoroughly surveyed by his entertaining inqu 
sition.) Dr. McClusky is associated with the Bureau of Studies an 
Training in Community Adult Education, University of Michigan, Aj 
Arbor. 
Following Dr. McClusky’s analysis of young people and how libraria 
can contribute to the solution of their problems, Mrs. Genevieve Fost 
outlined her plan for her new book, Birthdays of Freedom, which is bei 
Written, at the invitation of the Division of Libraries for Children a 
Young People, to commemorate the 75th anniversary celebration 
ALA’s organization. This book for young people will begin with ¢ 
Constitutional Convention of 1787. Subsequent chapters will show h 
earlier civilizations and governments contributed to the development 
our forefathers’ concept of freedom. 
The speakers were introduced by the Division President, Miss M 
Graham of the State Department of Education, Baltimore, Maryland. 
reported by Rurn M. Dov 
Carnegie Library of Pittsburg 
Pittsburgh, Pa. 


3000 BY JUNE, 1952 


3000 members by the 1952 Conference mean 170 nex members ev 
month from November through June. This figure will offset mem 
always lost. What can you do? What can your state do? 


Octol 
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ren’s Library Association: 


innual program of the Children’s Library Association held at the 
merican Library Association Conference in Chicago represented a 
outgrowth of the year’s activities of the Association. 


morning book discussion meetings were built around a book list 
‘sted first purchase titles of books published in 1947-1950. This 
compiled during the year by the Children’s Work Advisory Com- 
CLA special committee headed by Elizabeth Burr of the Wis- 
ibrary Commission. The list contained close to two hundred titles 
the basis for some lively and helpful discussion for an audience 
six hundred people on two mornings. The discussion was led by 
ilva, now of Houghton Mifflin Co. and Norma Rathbun of Mil- 
Public Library. Each was assisted by a panel of two. The list 
available at a 10c charge by writing to Miss Burr. Efforts are 
ade to make it more generally available nationally. 

CLA special committee headed by Miriam Wessel, Detroit, 
in study of the status of Children’s Library Work in public 
Their efforts during the year emphasized the need to work more 
with our administrators to put creative thought into helping us 
me of our problems. From the work of this committee it seemed 
iate to arrange a program meeting on the subject. The Public 
Division enthusiastically responded to our invitation to hold 
‘eting on the subject “Effective Administration of Service to Chil- 
Public Libraries”. Mr. Emerson Greenaway, Enoch Pratt, and 

‘orge Moreland, Montgomery County Library, Maryland, very 
sly agreed to speak on this subject. Their talks will be printed 
d we hope will find a wide audience. All Association members 
t elation over the thoughtful and considered ideas both speakers 
d and were encouraged by the faith in children’s work and its 
tion to public libraries which was the key note of both talks. It 
eat satisfaction to have a capacity audience at this meeting. 
Newbery -Caldecott banquet was held on Tuesday night in the 
| ballroom of the Palmer House. The banquet was served to a 
pacity of 1,200 people. In spite of this large group CLA had a 
list for tickets which could not be filled. Mrs. Marian Herr, Vice- 
Fg wea the medals to Miss Katherine Milhous, author-artist 
Tree and to Elizabeth Yates, author of 4mos Fortune. The 
ce : speeches of the award winners are printed in the July-August 
‘ook and make as excellent appeal to the eye as they did to the 
anquet night. A Chicago chorus sang a group of spirituals from 
ny after Miss Yates’ talk and made a most effective and unusual 
the program. Mr. Frederic Melcher, donor of the medals, very 
closed the program with a few remarks relating the Newbery- 
(t activity to the general ALA 75th Anniversary. One of the great 
s of the banquet was the smooth functioning of arrangements 
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which was due entirely to the excellent planning of the local committe 
chairmaned by Miss Irene Geltch, Thomas Hughes Room, Chicago Public 
Library. 

The annual business meeting was prefaced by Mr. Richard Chase, 
author and folklorist, telling us a story of “Wicked John and the Devil’, 
a most engaging program that was thoroughly enjoyed by a large group, 
The business meeting was notable for the excellent reports of the stand. 
ing committees. We wish it were possible to make the general member, 
ship more aware of the hard and constructive work done by this group 
of people each year. Elizabeth Johnson reported on the work of the 
Book Evaluation Committee which is responsible for the Distinguished 
Book’s List each year. Mrs. Edith P. Meyer’s report of the Publisher; 


Liaison Committee included an account of the new binding project hej 


committee has undertaken which was reported in detail in the Publishers 
Weekly, July 7, page 44, and which is of great interest to all of us. Nor 
Beust, /nternational Committee, reported on a listing of current foreig 
books which will be made available soon. Virginia Haviland’s membershy 
work showed intensive national activity which has resulted in our fing 
increased membership. Mary Peters’ publicity report included an accoun 
of the new plan to give more intensive and immediate release of Newben 
Caldecott awards in addition to the regular publicity work. 


The chairman attempted to communicate her feeling of great satisfa 
tion over the smooth functioning of the CLA program in relation to th 
Division of Work with Children and Young People and to express he 
conviction that CLA’s second fifty years can be a period of increasin 
usefulness to ALA and to the profession at large if it concentrates on a 
the services it can render from our combined specialized experience i 
giving library service to children. Our membership will grow in direct pro 
portion to services rendered to the profession. The membership wa 
assured that an opportunity would be given to discuss the organization 
CLA within ALA at a national business meeting when full information 
available and that the matter would eventually be put to vote by mai 

Rutru E. Hewirr, 
Chairman, 1950-51 


The Association of Young People’s Librarians: 


The crowded meetings of the AYPL at the Chicago Conference deme 
strated that interest in young people and their reading extends far beyo 
those librarians who devote their entire time to young people’s work. 

Again this year books and their use were emphasized. The Tuestd 
program meeting featured a panel of young people from 16 to 19 yea 
old which had been organized by Agatha L. Shea, Director of Work wi 
Young People in the Chicago Public Library, to discuss their readit 
interests. Under the expert guidance of the moderator, Alice C. Baum, 
number of opinions significant to librarians was brought out. One b 
defended the reading of classics comics on the ground that it led tod 


Octo 
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read g of classics. A girl recently arrived from Europe questioned the 
valid y of some books on foreign countries written by casual visitors. 
was a brisk interchange between two boys, one of whom was 
| to the past while the other combined science fiction with current 
It is interesting to note that the whole group scorned the term 
ger’ as applied to themselves, preferring to be called “young 
Following the panel, Marguerite Daly Bazlen described in detail 
t-finding techniques, the methods of interv iewing, and the signifi- 
or adults of the “Profile of Youth” series. She was generous in 
ng questions from the audience concerning ‘herself and her sisters, 
n and Sheila John Daly. 


uncheon meeting on Wednesday carried out the theme of ALA’s 

iniversary by having as speaker, Nina Brown Baker, whose topic 

leroes of Freedom.” Mrs. Baker told how she selects her heroes 

licated the painstaking research involved in writing a biography. 

lience responded heartily to Mrs. Baker’s request that they name 
ubjects for her books and many remained to present their candi- 
greater detail. 


ference to the crowded schedule this year, the AYPL held only 
‘kk discussion meetings which followed and supplemented those 
CLA. Panels carried the discussion which made it possible to 
ore titles but had the disadvantage of limiting valuable audience 
ation. On Wednesday under Elinor Walker’s leadership, Ruth 
Irene Gullette and Dorothy Lawson suggested ways to use books 
erpret the American heritage to young people. They used as a 
e list, “What Is This America?”, which was annotated by Amelia 
for the AYPL in honor of ALA’s Anniversary. The next morn- 
ce Slocum conducted a discussion in which Clara Hulton, Mildred 
‘and Jane Ellstrom briefly characterized the current adult books 
for young people. The large audience attending these meetings 
d the desirability of future programs on a similar theme. 


business meeting closed the program. The reports of two new 

tees were particularly interesting. Mildred Ludecke announced 

hat the list of 1950 books for young people selected and annotated by 

he Buoklist Committee with Frances Grim as Chairman has been pub- 

ished in the June 15th issue of the Booklist. In the absence of Jean 

Roos. Louise Le Fevre outlined the program of in-service training for 

eople’s librarians which was planned by the Committee on Proj- 

response to the general invitation by ALA for a program that 

tract foundation support. As a special feature Katherine Jeffrey 

‘d the formation of the Massachusetts Round Table of Librarians 

Adults to help,members interested in initiating similar state 
ganizations. 

BLANCHE BRAUNECK, 


Chairman, 1950-51 
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NEWS FROM OUR REGIONAL REPORTERS 


Indian Summer Retrospect 
Edited by 
Elizabeth Johnson, Associate Editor 
CALIFORNIA — The Alhambra Public Library has now a separate room for their 


young adults. Upland Public Library reports a special room which is “poor location bur 
good collection.” They have an added feature of a bi-weekly Listening Hour for playing 
classical records in the Teen Age room with informal comments by the program director 
Pages for Teen Ages is the caption for the Young Adult’s collection at the Orange Public 
Library. Other libraries reporting special collections for young people are Covina, Ontari¢ 
Placentia, Pomona, San Mateo, and South Pasadena. 

LOUISIANA — A friend of the Nez Orleans Public Library donated prize money 
thirty dollars for a Book Tours contest for teen-agers. Excellent publicity including pres 
releases, announcements to all summer schools and recreation centers, and notices in the 
Riders’ Digest, a weekly pamphlet distributed in street cars and buses, started the con. 
test. The purpose of the project was to “arouse interest in foreign lands and_ book 
about those lands.” The essays of 2000 words with complete bibliography to be submitted 
by September 1 were to be judged primarily on the indication they gave of the produc 
tive use of books and magazines from the public library collection. 
MISSOURI — “Makers of the U.S.A.” was the theme of the Read-Away club, a city 
wide project for St. Louis boys and girls, marking the third successive year of the library 
program for summer reading. Membership was opened to all children from the four 
grade through high school. Special reading lists were prepared to show the custon 
brought to America by the many national groups which have enriched the Americafl 
way of life and helped build democracy. The reading of a few books from the theme li 
was stressed rather than the reading of a large number of books. This was planned t 
do away with competitive reading. Membership emblems were issued for five book 
read, and certificates bearing the library seal were awarded to all those who had re 
fifteen books from the lists. 

NEBRASKA — An appeal for story-tellers for summer playgrounds by the Children 
Department of the Omaha Public Library brought a good response. Volunteers came f{ 
training and suggestions, and then served as story tellers at the many playgrounds— 
project too large for the library to handle alone. 

NEW MEXICO — The Children’s Department of the dlbuquerque Public Library pr 
sented its first Book Fair in late April. Louise Cornell, the children’s librarian, secured t 
cooperation of Dr. Kathleen McCann and her class in children’s literature, the Art Depa 
ment and the University Press at the University of New Mexico, and art classes int 
local schools to furnish illustrations of book characters. AAUW and PTA acted as hostess 
Townspeople brought their rare children’s books to exhibit. Children and teachers we 
brought by buses for morning sessions. and every afternoon had special program attractior 
Over 4.000 children and many parents enjoyed this festive display of color, art, mus 
and books, and numerous purchase orders were left with the local booksellers. 

NEW YORK — This is the 25th anniversary year for the library school at New Y 
State College for Teachers, d/bany. The first event to celebrate it was a two-day discussig 
conference held August 2-3 at the college. Outside speakers included Ruth Hyatt, Librari 
of Fitchburg, (Mass.) Public Library*, Mrs. Elisabeth Hamilton Friermood, author 
The Wabash Knows the Secret, 1951, and Deborah Elkins, Consultant to English Sup 
visors, Yale Universit’ Project in Intergroup Education. On display were rare books a 
prints from the Antiquarians Booksellers Association, Regional books, and the Selec 
Library of Junior Books sponsored by Crowell, Dutton, Harper, Knopf, Lothrop, Mess 
and Morrow to show standard and new fall books. 

TEXAS — Houston’s Junior Story League is made up of girls from 13-18 years 
are very active and capable story tellers. It meets once a month for book reviews i 
future plans. The girls tell stories at day nurseries, kindergartens, welfare homes, and oi 
at the main library and its branches. The librarians are convinced that they have s 
excellent story tellers developing for the future. 

*See Top of the News, May, 1951, p. 3. 
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“BEHIND THE LIONS” 
Aa Experiment in Radio with Story and Book Talk 


by Frances Clarke Sayers 
Superiatendent of Work with Children 
The New York Public Library 

» is old hat as far as children’s programs are concerned, but The 
ork Public Library, under the direction of Eulalie Steinmetz, the 
sor of Storytelling, embarked upon a program which was so imagi- 
planned and so well sustained that it may be of interest to others. 
in the Spring of 1951, the New York City Station (WNYC) 
lhe New York Public Library a 40-minute program spot on Satur- 
rnings to do with as we saw fit. Forty minutes is an eternity 
d by radio time. The problem was to fill those forty minutes with 
and yet to hold only to books, story-telling, some account of 
activities for children, znd such music as could be related to the 
The program was named immediately “Behind the Lions” in 

e to Lord Lenox and Lady Astor, the guardians of the main 
building. The signature selected was Saint-Saens’ Royal March 
Lions from his Carnival of the Animals which while very apt pre- 
some problems as background music. It was decided that each 
should contain a story, a book talk, an interview with some 
artist, music and a series of birthday wishes to the children 
irthdays fell within the dates of the program. These birthdays 


en related to the birthdays of authors and artists which also 
during that time. This was a “gimmick” which proved very 


i| from the Station’s point of view. Also, children were asked to 


illustration for the story told, and a book prize was awarded the 
iwing. This gave the Station and the Library a means of keeping 
the interest in the program. 
programs were planned for eight weeks, each program given a 
ind built around that theme, then taped and transcribed. The 
were “Summertime,” “Rainmakers,” “Nonsense,” “A Festival in 
f Beatrix Potter,” “On Top of Old Smokey,” (Life in the South- 
intains), “Cowboy Jamboree” (Life in the W est), “Dance and 
nd “Celebrations.” 
the artists and authors interviewed were Harold Fenton, Su- 
Suba, Louis Slobodkin, Joseph Gaer and Katherine Love; also Mr. 
l'reble of Frederick Warne & Company, who had met Beatrix 
hen he was a boy. 
rograms were distinguished by the integrity of purpose and by the 
of the selection of the recordings which accompanied them. It 
ved that even forty minutes may be sustained with such success 
‘m to the listener as though they were only ten. 
planning of the program, writing the script, selecting the music, 
ng the group of storytellers and these who gave the book talks, 
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learning the technique of cuing in bits of music—all this consumed six 
weeks of the time of the Supervisor of Storytelling and a full-time assist. 
ant, in addition to the time of those appearing on the program. 

It was a program without condescension, sustained by librarians wh 
conveyed a sense of their own enjoyment of the task. It was gay, withou 
that pseudo quality of forced fun which too often is present in a children 
program. It was a program which grew in the doing, the last of the serie; 
being far, far better than the earlier programs. 

“I liked the way you talked to the children,” a doctor said, making ; 
special trip to the library to express his appreciation of the program. As 
for the children, their response was shown by the requests for the books 
and stories at the various Branches throughout the city. One child, when 
asked what he had most enjoyed, replied: “I like it w ‘hen the Lions talk 
to each other.” That of course is in the music. Take a bow, Mr. Sain. 


Saens. 
UNESCO-CARE CHILDREN’S BOOK FUND 

Classes and clubs and other groups of children who sent donations x 
the UNESCO-CARE Children’s Book Fund are beginning to receive le 
ters from children in the institutions in other countries to which they wey 
sent. Gifts made in the fall months are sure to be delivered in time fi 
responses to come back to this country and for several interchanges « 
letters before summer vacation. 


Copies of the UNESCO-CARE 


Children’s Book Fund list, of the 
bookplate and of the letter included 
in each package can be obtained on 
request from Children’s Book Fund, 
CARE, 20 Broad Street, New York 
> ™ 3. 
FOREIGN CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

The Chicago exhibit of the /nter- 
national Relations Committee under 
the leadership of Alice Devine was 
a colorful reminder of the interest- 
ing foreign books available. A large 
exhibit of illustrated children’s 
books from many countries was 
assembled for the committee by 
Albert Daub of Stechert-Hafner, 
Inc., 31 East 10th Street, New York 
oe ee 

Copies of the catalog may still 
be obtained from the office of the 
Division Executive Secretary, 50 E. 
Huron Street, Chicago 11, Ill. 


Complete 
Prebinding 
Service 


You can buy any 
Book of any Publisher 
from us in our 


“BOUND TO STAY BOUND" 
Binding 
Prebound 
Books 


Library 
Rebinding 


New Method 
Book Bindery, Inc. 


Jacksonville, Illinois 
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The List of Stories* and Books 


Presented by the Children’s Librarians of the New York 
ic Library over WNYC, Saturday mornings from 8 to 8:40. 
July 7- August 25, 1951 


y ortime 


Shepherd’s Nosegay” in The Shoemaker’s Apron, by 

ker Fillmore Harcourt 
erries for Sal, by Robert McCloskey Viking 
Summer, by Hazel Wilson Abingdon 
Idventures of Arab, by Louis Slobodkin Macmillan 
n Wonderland, by Lewis Carroll Macmillan 


id Rainmakers 
jolly Tailor” in The Jolly Tailor, by 
I. Borski and K. B. Miller Longmans 
body’s Weather, by Joseph Gaer Lippincott 
e Summer, by Elizabeth Enright Rinehart 
Drop Splash, by Alvin Tresselt, Pictures 
Leonard Weisgard Lothrop 
se 
Hatches the Egg, by Dr. Seuss Random 
»pper’s Penguins by Richard and Florence Atwater Little 
Longstocking, by Astrid Lindgren Viking 
Poppins, by P. L. Travers Harcourt 
etful of Rhymes, by Katherine Love Crowell 
eterkin Papers, by Lucretia Hale Houghton 
Potter Féte 
ile of Benjamin Bunny, by Beatrix Potter Warne 
ile of Beatrix Potter, by Margaret Lane Warne 
uiry Caravan, by Beatrix Potter Warne 
of Old Smokey 
Boy Sim, by Elizabeth Baker Rand, McNally 
Down the Mountain, by Ellis Credle Nelson 
toy Cody, by Leon Wilson F. Watts 
y Jamboree 
and the Rustlers, by Glen Rounds Holiday House 
Bill by Harold Felton Knopf 
boys Sing, in Texas, by Le Grand Abingdon 
‘ Jamboree, by Harold Felton Knopf 


and Sing 


The Flea” in Picture Tales from Spain by Ruth Sawyer _Lippincott 


Comes the Showboat, by Ellis Credle Nelson 
First Party, by Esther Averill Harper 


‘he Baker’s Daughter” in The Street of Little Shops, by 


rgery Bianco Doubleday 
ns will appear in December. 
ecent material on story telling programs, see also Top of the News, May, 1949. 
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SOME RECENT BOOKS FOR YOUNG PEOPLE 


Selected from Adult Lists and 
Recommended by the Youth Department 
Cleveland Public Library 
Conklin, Groff, ed. Possible Worlds of Science Fiction, 1951. 372p. Va 
guard, $2.95. 

A well-edited anthology of 22 stories describing man’s attempt to € 
plore and develop the solar system and later the galaxy. Written wi 
originality and imagination, the stories concentrate on more proba 
scientific discoveries. Each story is preceded by a paragraph of kno 
facts to bring the tales within the realm of possibility. The best of 
science fiction writers are represented: Bradbury, Asimov, Heinlein, Le 
ster, Simak, Van Vogt. 

Downes, Anne Miller. The High Hills Calling. 1951. 320p. Lippineg 
$3.00 

A young lawyer finds a greater challenge in establishing coopera 
between labor and management in his grandfather’s woolen mill in upj 
New York State than in the practice of law. Years of work to dev@ 
understanding and stability among the workers bring a growth of 
and respect in the home and community. A modern story with ambiti 
anal integrity and determination to do the job. 

Falkner, J. Meade. Moonfleet; illus. by Fritz Kredel. 1951. 247p. Li 
$3.00 

An exciting adventure tale first published in England in the late } 
century appears now in its first American edition. Smuggling is rampy 
along the coast of England in the 1750’s when John Trenchard. an orph 
stumbles onto a secret passage under the village church that leads td 
vault of the Mohune family. There lies Blackbeard Mohune, dead 
many years but not resting in peace because the secret of the dia 
is buried with him. John finds the key to the missing treasure, disco 
the smugglers who are using the vault as their hiding place, and togg 
they solve the mystery. Thrilling adventure and mystery, and 
writing. 

Norway, Nevil Shute. Round the Bend: a novel, by Nevil Shute (pséi 

1951. 341p. Morrow, $3.50. 

Tom Cutter, an English dockworker’s son, becomes owner of aff 
freight service in the Persian Gulf. He finds in his friend and chief 
neer, Connie Shaklin, who is half Chinese, a man of amazing pow 
Preaching a philosophy of work to his men as they work together, Cé 
brings out the best in them and his teachings spread from airdro n 
airdrome. Interracial and spiritual significance. 
Papashvily, George and Papashvily, Helen. Thanks to Noah; with® 

by Jack Wilson. 1951. 166p. Harper, $2.50. 

With humor and affection the Papashvilys talk about their aff 
friends ranging from a pet bear in George’s boyhood home in a Riff 
village to the German shepherd dogs that helped pay for their Pemil 
vania farm. For all animal lovers. 








new aid 


for Chori¢ speaking 
and thythms 


fered free by 


re’s a new service every librar- 
n will want to offer to nursery, 
ndergarten and primary grade 
achers, or parents entertaining 
oups of children. For it not only 
akes poetry fun to learn, but a real 
pasure to teach. 


hildcraft Poems for Choric 
paking’’ was compiled by Edith 
rd, of the National College of Ed- 
tion. It emphasizes that children 
t first develop a “feel” for the 
thm of poetry, by responding 
body movements, before they 
master the art of speaking 
mically. 


ms are listed in specific rhyth- 
groupings for walking, skipping, 
ing, sweeping, swinging and gal- 


A hij 


loping. Other listings include narra- 
tive, dialogue, and question-answer 
poems and poems for individual line 
and intra-group interpretations. 
Poems listed are choric rather than 
choral, so no music is required. 


Listings are arranged specifically 
for easy use with the new edition of 
Childcraft. A bibliography is in- 
cluded. If your library does nz: yet 
have Childcraft, a loan of the beau- 
tiful new set will be sent without 
obligation for examination to any 
public or parochial school or library, 
on request. For full information on 
Childcraft, or for Free copy of 
“Childcraft Poems for Choric Speak- 
ing,” just write to us today. 


} 


A cs 


y/ 


Educational Division, Field Enterprises, Inc. 
5 East Wacker Drive, Chicago 1, Illinois 





Easy 


Children’s Books Gb lond 
OUTSTANDING VALUES AT 
THE LOWEST POSSIBLE RIBAS 


PRICES IN PRE-BOUNDS. g U p p L EB g 


OUR NEW FALL LIST FOR 
1951 IS OUT! WRITE FOR See the latest timesavers in the 
YOUR LIST NOW. new No. 51 catalog! 


GAYLORD ® BROS.. Inc, 


Don R. Phillips eheeie Genii 
PO Box 57 Syracuse, New York 


Vandalia, Michigan 


Whittlesey House presents 
Two Exciting New Books 


Miss Pickerell Goes GERTIE the HORSE who 
to MARS thought and thought 


By AE MACERSSSR By MARGARITE GLENDINNING 

Illustrated by PAUL GALDONE Illustrated by LOUIS SLOBODKIN 
“A cheerful bridge from television’s blood- — Y 
curdling interplanetary wars to a sounder “Gertie has a lively sense of humor @ 
scientific base. Children will oy it to this story of her ups and downs is ft 
the hilt. Delightful sketches Paul chuckling kind . ith the illustrati 
Galdone.” — VIRGINIA KIRKUS. & > of Louis Slobodkin this is a oo frolic! 
— VIRGINIA KIRKUS. 


At all Pe... — Write For Free Catalog 


WHITTLESEY HOUSE — A Division of the McGRAW-HILL BOOK CO., 
330 West 42nd St., M. Y. 18, N.Y. 





